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What"s This Big Bang All About? In 1927, an astronomer named Georges Lema& #238;tre had a big idea. He
said that a very long time ago, the universe started as just a single point. He said the universe stretched and
expanded to ...

Kuiper belt, flat ring of icy small bodies that revolve around the Sun beyond the orbit of the planet Neptune. It
comprises hundreds of millions of objects whose orbits lie close to the plane of the solar system. The Kuiper
belt ...

Scientists have thought that our solar system's inner rocky planets -- Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars
--formed first (around 4.566 billion years ago), while gas giants and icy bodiesin the...

Solar system - Planets, Moons, Orbits. The eight planets can be divided into two distinct categories on the
basis of their densities (mass per unit volume). The four inner, or terrestrial, planets--Mercury, Venus, Earth,
and Mars--have rocky ...

The first kilometre-sized planetesimals in the Solar System, which grew to become planets such as Earth or
Jupiter"s core, formed just after the condensation of these crystalline minerals.

Around 4.5 billion years ago, Earth formed from the leftover debris of the solar system. It was a violent
time--asteroids bombarded the planet, the moon was born from a massive impact, and ...

Summary Earth grew from material that collided in its part of space. The material melted and gravity
separated it into layers. An enormous asteroid struck Earth. The material flew into orbit and came together to

form the Moon. ...

How Did the Solar System Form? The story starts about 4.6 billion years ago, with a cloud of stellar dust.
explore Space Volcanoes! Explore the many volcanoesin our solar system using ...

In our own solar system, the very first solid material to condense near Earth"s present location can be found
locked within ancient meteorites. Using these primordial rocks, astronomers can...

Within this disk, particles began to stick together through the process of accretion, gradually forming the
planets of our solar system, including Earth. As the particles condensed, they formed larger fragments and

eventualy ...

How did this fiery hot planet become today"s Earth, covered with water and teeming with life? The long and
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incredible story of Earth's history starts with this section. How Earth Formed: We Are Made of Stardust!
We'll start the ...

The findings suggest that planet formation follows universal patterns across the galaxy. The same physical
processes that created Earth and other rocky planetsin our solar system are actively ...
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